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Village Justice and Empowerment – Democratic Republic of Congo
Budget: One-year Project of $24,000. $2,684 needed.
Update:
Our partners live and work in a troubled part of the world – the eastern part of DRC that borders Rwanda. In an area
that has been ravaged by ongoing civil conflict and horrendous genocide in neighbouring Rwanda, our partners offer
compassionate and relevant healthcare together with community development to the marginalized, vulnerable and
needy. This project seeks to establish local village leadership committees of twelve (six men and six women) to bring
about justice and empowerment to help their communities. Through training and capacity building, it is empowering
local leaders from all groups to come together to effectively contribute to peace and stabilization. The aim is to help
reduce violence (particularly sexual and gender-based violence) through conflict resolution and mediation and
establish practices for long-lasting community development.
To date, four training sessions have been held with 72 local
community leaders, each lasting four days across four villages – two
on the mainland in North Kivu and two on the impoverished island of
Idjwi in Lake Kivu, covering:
•
•
•
•
•

Community justice and social dialogue
Conflict management, prevention and transformation
Leadership and governance
Community development
Positive masculinity to fight against gender-based violence
for rebuilding peace and lasting development

As a result, the leaders are collaboratively working out ways to conduct social dialogue in their rural communities to
fight against injustice, insecurity and sexual/gender-based violence. They feel better equipped to take care of their
communities and are working closely together to teach and enlighten the villagers about these issues. To date over
700 community members have been recipients of sessions held by the committees.
DRC continues to go through turbulent times. National elections have been delayed for a few years and there is much
unrest. Insecurity and political instability is an ongoing issue with authorities nervous when five or more people are
seen meeting together, particularly in rural areas. To counter this, our partners invited local political and administrative
authorities to attend the training sessions with many taking
up the free offer.
One chief said, “I am happy to attend these sessions and
to participate in the activities. Now I know what to do when
I am in front of my people when there is conflict in my
community.”
Left: Community leaders with Course Certificates.
Thank you for your support of these communities in peacebuilding, community development and justice initiatives
and for helping to re-build lives.
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