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Skill Training for at-risk Girls 
Budget: $14,371 fully funded. 

Update:  
Our partners run employable skill training programs in rural and urban 
areas for young girls and women whose lives are at risk. They live in the 
Shamirpet area of Hyderabad, where many oppressed, Dalit community 
members reside. The training program includes computer classes, 
tailoring, and spoken English courses. The girls master a skill which 
empowers them and helps them to become self-reliant and independent. 
In this first year, three groups of women trained in computer skills for 
three months each. Class sizes of 15-18 meant that the women got 
individual attention where needed. The women have also received 
training in self-employment, Phenoyl, surf and soap making and a 
special seminar on Self Esteem. 
Kalpana (pictured above, right) is 22 years old and comes from a poor 
family. She actually finished school and even studied a Bachelor of Commerce at university. She struggled to find a 
job due to lack of computer knowledge. She was overjoyed to find out about the training institute, where for a small 
fee, she completed the computer training which has enhanced her opportunities to find employment. 
Most women are uneducated and unskilled. Many are married off at a young age (around 14 years old). Anuradha has 
3 young children and says that she dreamed of running a small business to support her family expenses. Having now 
completed and graduated from the tailoring training (see photo below) she plans to start her own sewing business and 
is confident that she can take care of and support her family in a practical way. 
It has been a challenge to get this training institute up and running. There were frequent power cuts during classes 
and no inverter to back up computers. Parents were at first reluctant to send their daughters to class by public 
transport and some women didn’t want to give up their labour work to take up the training. 
However, our partner has a vision to help rebuild the lives of these needy women through vocational skill training as 
well as self-awareness programs and counselling. These programs help to break the vicious cycle of poverty, restore 
dignity and increase confidence and self-reliance amongst these women. Thank you for your support.  


