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Building Lives in Laos 
Budget: $22,000 – $9,000 sent. $13,000 still to raise. 

Update: 
This is a two-fold project aimed at providing livelihoods for ex-addicts 
coming out of the rehabilitation centre, providing a source of income to the 
rehabilitation centre and assisting it to develop financial sustainability. 
Firstly, this project is funding vocational training for eight people (pictured 
right in amongst the other residents) in farming, restaurant management 
and mechanics. These young people are former addicts, poor youth from 
ethnic minority groups and high-risk youth from human trafficking. Secondly, 
the project is completing the flooring of the restaurant and the watering 
system for the organic farm which are both needed so that the vocational 
training can commence. 
Work is progressing slowly as funds become available. Electrical work has 
been completed in the main building and the water system is up and running on the farm. Participants of the 
vocational training now have skills in cash flow management and bookkeeping, cleanliness, cooking, customer service 
and some marketing. 
Two other residents whose lives have been transformed are Do and Doun. They are part of a minority people group in 
northern Laos and are from a family of 10 children. Doun (pictured below, far left) is mute. It was considered ‘bad luck’ 
for her parents to have a disabled child and the villagers thought she was crazy. She ended up being sold for sex and 
had just miscarried when our partners found her. Do (pictured below, far right) had moved to Luang Prabang to help 
support the family and ended up living with drug addicts and had given birth to a child. After hearing their stories, our 
partners felt it was too risky to send them back to the same situation in their village so they took them in and have trained 
them in life skills. Do is a very hard-working lady and Duan is now attending a mute school.  
The impact and value of our partner’s program has been tremendous on residents and their families. Since 
opening their doors, our partner has seen addicts transformed by the environment of truth, hope and productivity, 
delivering them from anger to love, despair to hope, apathy to involvement, fear to confidence, ignorance to wisdom, 
and isolation to collaboration. Not only are individuals rescued from drug addiction, but they are lifted out of the 
despair of poverty as they develop as leaders. Thank you for your support. 


