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Women Overcoming Poverty 
Budget: $20,000 for the second year of the project. Fully funded. 

Update: Bangladesh has a population of 170 million people. More than 50% 
of the people are living below the poverty line and those living in rural areas 
are particularly disadvantaged. The aim of this project is to equip rural 
communities by improving literacy through functional education, self-help 
group formation, economic empowerment and encouraging behavioral 
change. 
There continues to be strong participation in the 8-month functional education 
course and the follow on savings groups that form as a result of these 
classes. 
60 students have so far been integrated into government schools through the 
preschool program. All 25 students in one preschool passed their annual examinations and were admitted to the 
primary school. Regular visits to the preschools (3x/month) maintain the high quality of care and teaching. Co-
curricular activities are organised each quarter as well as meetings with parents to discuss their children’s progress. 
Some group members migrate seasonally to the city areas looking for work which makes it difficult for all members to 
meet together regularly. One member’s husband thought he would change his luck by selling his land and moving to 
Malaysia. When this didn’t work out he returned home but has had to work on other people’s land. In the meantime, 
Shahida educated herself through our partner’s program, joined a savings group, took out a loan and bought a 
sewing machine. She received training and materials and now earns 3-4000 taka/month to support her children 
through school. She keeps some ducks and chickens and grows vegetables outside the kitchen for extra income. 

Rumi, (pictured above, right) is also married to a day labourer and has 3 children. They were struggling to manage 
the family expenses with only one income. After completing her 8 months of education, Rumi formed a savings group 
with 19 other women from the course. Initially, she found it very difficult to save the 20 taka a week (30 cents) but 
after a few months she applied for a loan to buy a goat. After a year it gave birth and she now has 5 goats with a 
market price of 40,000 taka. She is expecting to sell them at the upcoming Eid and then buy more goats. 
Thank you for your support of the women who are educating themselves and are building a future for their families. 


