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School on the Mat - Cambodia 
 
Budget: 2019 - Year 3 (of 3) $23,735 still needed 
 
The Project:  
This project supports five teachers to run ten informal schools in 
five villages along the border of Cambodia and Thailand. A 
morning and an afternoon school is run in each village teaching 
reading and writing in Khmer, basic maths, together with creative 
activities such as arts and crafts, drama and music. The informal 
school provides a means of helping children into the formal 
school system. Over a 3-year period, the aim is to help 90% of 
the students to be ready for the local government schools. The 
children and parents will also be taught about trafficking, 
substance abuse, domestic violence, children’s rights and 
disaster preparedness through twice-yearly village camps.  
This project has just commenced its final 6-month phase of the 
3-year cycle.  
 
Update: 

• At the end of the school year, our partners helped 65 children into government schools; a great outcome 
• As a result, two of the schools were “closed” as many of the 65 were attendees and another two opened in 

targeted areas. Communities have approached our partners to start another four schools 
• Parents are still learning about the importance of education. This takes time as parents often take their 

children with them to work across the border in informal workplaces 
• Our partners are discussing and encouraging self-sustainability for children’s education. Even though they are 

very poor, the parents from four of the villages have started to contribute small amounts towards school 
materials. It is changing the mind-set. This has involved much discussion with village chiefs to help spread the 
message that education is important. Our partners are quite excited by this progress! 

• At the end of June there are 169 students in the School on the Mat programs; 83 girls, 86 boys 
• In addition to basic maths and literacy, other topics covered include anti-trafficking, domestic violence, drug 

abuse, rights of children, safe migration and health, life skills, art and music. A new topic, dental hygiene, has 
been added to the curriculum 

• 84 parents have attended various community meetings covering topics such as the above 
• A children’s camp was held during the year which is always a highlight 

Nane is 12 years and lives with his grandmother and four siblings. Being the oldest, Nane often had to stay home and 
do chores. Both parents live informally across the border in Thailand to make a living. “They hardly ever come home,” 
says Nane. “I feel sorry for my grandmother. She is so skinny and has no money. We have so little money even 
though my parents try and send some home. There is not enough. I quit school for some years because it was too far 
away and we had no money to buy things. But then School on the Mat came to my village! I can walk there and I have 
made friends! I have learnt a lot. I want to pass and be in a class with the older children. My dream is to find a good 
job and take care of my family.” 
 
Education of children is one of the cornerstones supported by Entrust. It is life-changing for the child, the family and 
the community as a whole. Thank-you for sharing your resources with children like Nane.  


