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Budget: $15,500; $7,500 still needed. 
 
The Project:  
Our partners run a centre for people living with disabilities in Bukavu, a 
densely packed city of 1 million on the border with Rwanda. This project 
is providing training in sewing and joinery for 17 young participants from 
very poor families in Bukavu and surrounding villages. Young people 
living with disabilities often fall through the gaps and community 
networks and, without support, usually end up begging on the streets. 
These young people need education and training to learn a skill which 
will enable them to help support themselves financially and participate in 
a society where disability means rejection at every social level. It will also 
provide good social interaction. The one-year training program consists 
of skills training together with a reintegration kit for each graduate. This 
includes materials needed to continue their trade.  
 
Update: 
To date, 17 young apprentices for vocational training in sewing and 
joinery have been selected and are in mid training. Training materials 
have been purchased and are being used in each vocation class. Tools 
and supplies bought for the project will be re-used in future courses. 
Already, the apprentices are able to assemble samples of their area of trade. They are looking forward to 
completing their course and receiving some basic business training and integration kits, which will help them get 
started on their own. The community has thrown its support behind the project, knowing it will ease the burden of 
disability care on families and that others will indirectly benefit from the participants’ trades. An estimated 2,500 
people are expected to ultimately benefit from their services. 
 

In the joinery trade program, a young deaf worker has 
learned to make a wardrobe, a cupboard and a device 
holder, among other items (left). Wood products made by 
apprentices are sold to workers and members of the 
community.  
 
In the sewing program, participants have learned how to 
cut fabric to a pattern for suit-making (above). Other 
clothes made during training have been distributed to 
children with disabilities living in the boarding school run 
by our partner.  
 
This a  wonderful project for young people with disabilities. So 
inspiring! Thank you for making a difference in the lives of 
these young people and their community! 
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