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Protecting Street Kids – Phnom Penh 
Budget: Year 2:  $38,000. $19,800 still needed. 

The Project:  
This project allows our partners to outreach during the evenings in the 
red-light district of Phnom Penh, where new cases of child sex 
trafficking are continuing to occur. The teams head out during the 
evening to connect with the children on the streets, to build 
relationships and help them avoid predators. Another target area is 
the Stung Mean Chey slums, full of gangs, drugs, extreme poverty 
and every sort of abuse. Our partners are assessing the needs in 
these two areas and are coming up with the best solutions to reach 
children who are sexually exploited. For the first two months of this 
year, these regular outreaches and activities continued. With the 
emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent lockdowns, 
our partner has worked hard to find alternative ways to connect with 
families and detect cases of abuse. 

Outcomes and Impact: 

• Meetings with children have not been allowed since mid-March, and are still forbidden by the government.  

• As soon as they were allowed back in the communities, our partners began doing home visits. Although the 
excitement of the regular kid’s clubs is missed, these one-on-one visits have turned out to be an effective way to 
connect with families and find new cases. Anti-trafficking literature is distributed and lengthy conversations held 
with both children and adults who are at high-risk of being part of the sex trade. Often, because many children live 
on the street, these visits take place out in the open, enabling the whole community to be reached better than ever! 

• After just three short weeks back on the streets, 14 new cases of abuse have been discovered. These are being 
followed up and the victimized children helped through the restoration process. 

• On home visits, our partners have distributed food and essential items such as rice, soy sauce, fish, noodles and 
soup, and found an openness to talk about other pressing issues going on for these vulnerable families. 

• During the visits, there have also been numerous opportunities to explain the truth about the coronavirus to counter 
the many lies posted in the media espousing false cures and unhealthy treatments to avoid infection, and to ease 
people’s fears with knowledge of hand washing and basic sanitation. 

Our partner says: “This has been one of the most challenging periods we have ever faced. Covid-19 has brought 
about restrictions we never imagined and forced us to learn to work in a new way. The neighbourhoods we work in 
look forward to our staff coming and miss them on the weekends. We believe they are learning more about prevention 
and ending of sex trafficking than ever before, as many adults have lost their jobs and have plenty of time to talk.” 

Before the pandemic hit, the Night Outreach team heard about Lisa, a 9-year-old girl in their program who had been 
molested by a Khmer man who came to the bar where her mother worked late at night. While waiting for her mother to 
finish work this man took her upstairs and tried to abuse her. Lisa was able to struggle free but the ordeal left her very 
traumatized and she is now receiving counselling. The perpetrator turned out to be a local policeman. Also, a group of 
trafficked boys were discovered begging for money on behalf of their captor, who used most of the money for himself 
and his alcohol purchases. He would frequently expose them to porn on his iPad while sexually abusing them. An 8 
year old girl, Srey Noy, who lived with him at night and begged all day was also successfully removed. The case is 
being built up with the government’s Anti-Trafficking department in partnership with another organisation. *Names 
have been changed to protect identities and the photo above represents Cambodian children our partner is protecting. 
Our partners are saving lives, one at a time, and believe that one day the sex tourist district of Phnom Penh will be a 
thing of the past. Thank you for helping to protect the futures of these vulnerable children! 
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