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Trafficking Prevention Training – Myanmar 
 

Budget: $20,000. Fully funded. One-year project. This is the first 6-month report.  

 
The Project: 
Our partner works in the sprawling urban slum areas in the outskirts 
of Yangon, the capital city of Myanmar. Due to poverty, children 
from the slums are vulnerable to being trafficked. Local police 
estimate 20 cases of trafficking of 12–18-year-olds monthly - mainly 
young girls for sexual exploitation and boys for child labour in local 
tea-houses and restaurants. Having expanded its community 
centres from 5 to 9 in the past year, our partner is perfectly placed 
to deliver strong anti-trafficking awareness programs to these 
vulnerable communities. Around 500 children are reached through 
these hubs on a daily basis. It involves training parents and children 
of the risks, prevention strategies and procedures to follow should 
trafficking occur, including access to legal advice. This is our 
second project and builds on anti-trafficking prevention.  

 
Outcomes and Impact: 

• A wonderful series of 8 large anti-trafficking events around Christmas reached 3,000 local Burmese, 55% female. 
Regular follow-up conversations with people attending expressed a greater knowledge of the pitfalls of trafficking 
and opened up a taboo topic that is often hidden away.  

• Children participating in any event are added to the Presence Tracker which provides a list/database to help keep 
children known and safe. In the informal settlements of slum areas this is an important innovation.  

• A further 20 trafficking awareness sessions have been carried out in three of the slum areas – hotspots for 
trafficking offences which are usually not reported due to ignorance, helplessness and a weak justice system. 
These sessions reached 1,650 people and included home visits to break down barriers and to provide in-depth 
information. Our partners are becoming known in the area and volunteers from the communities are increasing.  

• Each person reached through small and large-scale events speaks to neighbours, family members and friends, 
providing a network of information and a community effort to reduce trafficking in the area. This is estimated to be 
23,000 people, an amazing network!  

• Having 9 Centres in the communities provides a hub of safety, information and activities right where it is needed. 

 

Our partner says, “The Christmas events were the highlight of the year for families in the slum area. Families in the 
Hlaing Thar Yar area are seen as the lowest in the city and are treated as outcasts. It is called the gravediggers area. 
There is prejudice and judgement, and many have never been invited to a celebration. The events had a marked 
restorative and redemptive impact as they reported being valued and respected for the first time, regardless of being 
poor. The community joined in as singers and performers and spent weeks getting ready. This strengthens the 
relationships we have and is a wonderful platform to further improve anti-trafficking monitoring and prevention work.” 
Photo: An anti-trafficking session in Red House community centre, one of the nine established in the past five years.  

 

Thank you for your support of this life-changing project.  
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