
Overview
This project targets entrepreneurial poor women in eastern South
Africa, creating self-help trust groups with about five women per
group. These women have the desire to help themselves break the
cycle of poverty but lack the start-up capital to run their own small
business. This is made possible through an initial, small loan and basic
business training. It enables the women to work, earn a constant
income, provide for the needs of their household, establish savings
and brings hope for entire families. This report is the first of two for
Year 2.

Zodwa has five children and
had a struggling business. She
and some friends were keen to
start a business. After training
and with support from our
partners, Zodwa bought plastic
dishware with her loan. Despite
COVID-19, Zodwa’s business is
doing better than she expected.
She is looking ahead to further
loans as the business grows.
Zodwa and her group are
appreciative of the loan and
advice and she is encouraged
to expand her business and
offer a variety of products in the
future. She is grateful that
through her business she is
able to provide for her
unemployed husband and her
children. She has a big smile!

Loans
were
distributed
to
410
new
women 
to support start-up business plans which they developed
with the support of our partner's business training,
mentoring and support.  

The
operational
cost
of
each
new
client

 is $32. Microloan programs (when done well) are cost
effective and strategic ways to help bring the poor out
of poverty - a hand up, not a hand out. Small loans
between $70-210 were given to 410 women.  

4
new
communities
were
targeted

at the start of this project to allow more people to access
the microloans program. Our partners continue to research
and replicate their successful model to help as many
communities as they can. 

Despite COVID-19 our clients have reported strong repayment of
around 98% of loans despite financial pressures in families 
Our partner reports strong resilience and loyalty by those they are
helping; a testament to good relationships 
We love that our partners have a strong and focused drive for self-
sustainability which currently sits at around 75%

Thank
you

for
making

a
difference


Small
Loan,
Big
Impact!
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Story
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670670
new
clients
Although impacted by COVID-19 our partners aim is to
train and distribute funds to another 260 new women to
reach the goal of 670 for Year 2.  
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