
Overview
This project is now providing economic empowerment for 100 widows
each year in remote villages in rural Uttarakhand, northern India. The
widows are given agricultural equipment and seeds, and taught how to
increase their outputs. Some are given a pair of goats and taught how
to take care of them and breed them. They are provided with business
training and networks to sell to, enabling the women to maximise their
returns and avoid being taken advantage of. The expectation is that
they will eventually be able to send their children to school as their
financial situation improves. During the COVID-19 pandemic from July
to December, the women’s self-help groups met for their monthly
meetings and trainings as possible. There were water storage
problems, seeds were not easily available at market and transporting
the goats was also very difficult. Bhagdeyi is a 49 year old

widow raising four children on
her own. When her husband
died five years ago, her family
life was shattered and their
financial situation was dire.
When Bhagdeyi joined the
widow's program she received
some seeds and training in
farming, kitchen gardening and
goat farming. She also joined a
savings group where she was
able to borrow money for her
daughter's wedding and repay
it monthly. Recently, her goats
reproduced and she was able
to sell 2 goats at market for a
substantial profit, pay off her
loan and start saving for the
future. She is encouraged and
supported by other women in
the program and her family is
thriving, not just surviving.

All
widows
received
seeds
for
growing
crops

such as potato, capsicum, chillies and leafy green
vegetables and were trained in growing kitchen gardens.

Masks,
hand
sanitiser,
soap
and
gloves

were distributed to participants during this period.

Collaborative
farming

There was much discussion about building the first
greenhouse in one of the villages after some of the women
requested potato, wheat and kidney been seeds to grow
collectively as a group. This is an exciting initiative that will
be funded by the women themselves through their self-
help, savings and loans group. 

6
new
women
joined
the
widows
empowerment
program 
and were each given a pair of goats and trained to raise,
breed and sell them as required. 
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a
difference
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100 women
now
participate
in
self-help
groups

which run savings programs. Each month they pool their
savings and receive training in farming, animal husbandry
and business, as well as friendship and support. 

Impact
for
July
-
December
2020
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