
 

 

          

 

Progress Report 

 
BGD-SYM-WOP-P03 Bangladesh 
Reporting Period: July – December 2019 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

entrust foundation 

PO Box 553 Doncaster, VIC 3130 

www.entrust.org.au 

Women Overcoming Poverty 
Budget: $20,000 for the third year of the project. Fully funded. 

Update: Bangladesh has a population of 170 million people. More than 
50% of the people live below the poverty line and those living in rural areas 
are particularly disadvantaged. This project aims to equip rural 
communities by improving literacy through functional education, self-help 
group formation, economic empowerment and encouraging behavioral 
change. 

Another ten functional education groups, comprising 200 people, have 
commenced the 8-month course this year and members are progressing 
well. Follow-on savings groups will form as a result of these classes. 

Existing group members are continuing to save regularly and receive on-
going training to strengthen their processes and encourage good 
practices. Selected members and group leaders attended additional 
training in compliance, business development, management and reporting, 
income generation activities, communication, advocacy and networking. Groups are also encouraged to incorporate 
discussion of social and cultural issues into their activities, such as child marriage, dowries, hygiene and health, and 
drug awareness. Improved income also means families can afford to give their children a formal education. 

90 children have so far been integrated into government schools since the preschool program started. Of the most 
recent group of students enrolled in the pre-school, 22 qualified for entry into the government school. Regular visits 
to the preschool (3x/month) maintain the high quality of care and teaching. Co-curricular and cultural activities are 
organised each quarter as well as meetings with parents to discuss their children’s progress. During the reporting 
period, the annual Victory Day of Bangladesh was celebrated by all the students. 

Sufia Begum lives with her husband and five children. Her husband was a rickshaw puller but struggled to earn 
enough for all the family. Sufia wanted to help support her family financially but had no idea where to start, until she 
heard about our partner’s functional education class. After completing the course and forming a savings group, she 
was able to save enough and take out a loan for her husband (left) to sell fish in the market, a job less exhausting 
than rickshaw pulling. She has been able to expand the business with a second loan and is now making consistent 

profits and able to send her children to school. Gaining new social 
and health-related skills has increased her confidence as well. 

Shilpee Begum (above) worked as a maid while her husband was in 
farming. Regular floods and drought made farming a very unreliable 
source of income. Shilpee joined a functional educational group and 
was soon making regular savings. This led her to do sewing training 
through the Women Affairs Bureau and she then applied for a loan to 
buy a sewing machine. She now has a successful clothing and fabric 
business which she can run from home and save on rent. 

Thank you for your support of the women who are educating 
themselves and are building a future for their families. 
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