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From Despair to Hope 

Budget: $17,900 for a one-year project. $2,900 still to raise. 

The Project:  
This project assists the poor, disadvantaged and broken people of Laos, 
with particular emphasis on those addicted to drugs. Three facilities 
currently operate in the surrounds of the capital Vientiane, one of which 
is a newly opened Women and Children’s Centre set up to provide a 
nurturing environment for both women and children. Our component of 
the project supports women addicted to drugs through rehabilitation and 
vocational training. 

Outcomes and Impact: 
• There are currently 13 people (8 women and 5 children) living at 

the centre. They have established a daily schedule including 
cooking lessons and tending the garden which produces a 
significant percentage of their daily needs. 

• The women are enjoying the process of learning to sew – the 
repetition and small accomplishments seems to help with their 
general well-being. 

• The staff have attended two trainings on practical ways to work with and teach children in care. 

• During the COVID19 pandemic the sewing business has had reduced sales but the women have learnt to 
make reusable masks and the proceeds from these sales have helped with centre expenses. 

Stories of Transformation: 
OB (above, right) was abused as a child, addicted to meth and nicotine, had been walking the streets for years and 
was pregnant when she arrived at the centre in June, 2019. Staff had to watch her night and day to keep her from 
returning to the streets. This perseverance paid off and OB is now free from meth and has stopped smoking. The 
motivation to run away and walk the streets is gone and she is now stable. When her son, Ben, was born OB rejected 
the baby. She wouldn’t hold him or feed him. Staff had to care for all of Ben’s needs. After 12 months of counselling 
and rehabilitation, OB now holds him, feeds him and takes care of him. 
She is an attentive, loving mum. It is a joy to see her personal growth and 
development. 

And from the director of the centre: 
“Den (right) was a mess when she arrived from southern Laos. She was 
involved in prostitution, was fearful that she had contracted HIV and came 
to the centre as a meth addict. She was fidgety, virtually incoherent, dark 
and obviously lost, a shadow of a person. Den has made one of the most 
radical turnarounds of anyone I have ever seen. She is free from her drug 
addiction and is at peace. The dark cloud over her is gone. Her 
countenance is radiant and she is in good health. She tested negative for 
HIV. She is joyfully sewing and serving at the centre. Den has hope for a 
bright future.” 

Thank you for helping to bring transformation in the lives of these 
women in Laos. 
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