
Overview
More than 50% of the population in Bangladesh live below the poverty
line and those living in rural areas are particularly disadvantaged. The
aim of this project is to create 72 Self Help Groups (SHG) for saving
money to generate capital and to invest in small business to earn
additional income for livelihoods. These 1800 men and women meet
weekly as a saving & loans group and receive training in economic
development, agriculture, food security as well as gender and justice
issues. This project is helping poor and marginalised families
sustainably overcome poverty. Our partners are committed to building
trust and confidence, disability inclusion, trying new things and
learning from others, creating stronger people-to-people links and
ensuring transparency, accountability and good governance at all
levels.

 
Nilufa is married with 2 children.
Her husband is a fisherman but
doesn't earn enough to feed the
family. Nilufa joined an SHG to
get a loan but after attending
some weekly meetings realised
she was involved in something
much bigger. Nilufa's family
was selected to receive a toilet
based on their economic
situation and vulnerability.
Nilufa has learnt about personal
hygiene and its correlation to
disease and as soon as they
started using the toilet their
health improved. Nilufa now
grows vegetables in her back
yard and sells the surplus for
some additional income. 

Linkage
and
Advocacy

Workshops and seminars with teachers and parents on
child protection rights and gender-based violence plus
youth clubs are currently on hold due to school closures.

8
Village
Development
Foundations
(VDF)
were
formed

The VDFs are registered with the government, are
concerned with the social needs of the wider community,
initiate business and build capacity of the Self Help Groups.
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72
Self
Help
Groups
(SHG)
were
created
30 male and 42 female groups have been formed with a
total of 1233 members. 80% of members attend weekly
meetings for training, awareness and to deposit their
regular savings.
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 COVID-19 and Cyclone Amphan have had a negative
impact on the community. Poverty levels have
increased significantly due to lack of jobs.
Child marriage and child labour has increased and
children have been deprived of such rights as basic
health, nutrition and education since the closure of
schools a year ago.
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