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Overview
This project focuses on three key aspects that contribute to poverty in
remote villages in northern India: a lack of access to clean water, a
lack of sanitation facilities and food insecurity. Our partner has
ambitious plans to work in 20 villages in the area over 4 years. The
project started small to gauge community interest and fine-tune the roll
out process. Initially, two water systems were built in two villages and
in a joint effort with village women, greenhouses were constructed in
four other villages. Vegetables were grown in these houses to improve
nutrition (a major issue in this area) and provide cash crops for sale to
the nearest big town. 20 latrines were built in four villages and
sanitation and hygiene training was provided. 

This is just one of the many
outfits I have made since I
started to learn to sew. My
mum belongs to a Self-Help
group who built a greenhouse
in our village together to grow a
variety of vegetables. She also
did a tailoring course and then
took out a loan to buy a sewing
machine. She makes sarees,
school uniforms and blouses
and now that she has paid off
the loan she is helping to pay
our school fees. I am learning
from home at the moment
because of the COVID-19
lockdown so my mum is
teaching me to sew. I can now
make my own clothes and I
have even made some money
for our family needs.

10
latrines
were
built
for
families
in
need

The self-help groups in 4 villages determined who had
the greatest need for the toilets. The raw materials were
delivered to those selected and a local team provided
the labour to construct them. 

COVID-19
has
impacted
the
project

Lack of access to villages for training and support as
well as transporting materials has caused delays. Food
parcels continue to be distributed to vulnerable families.

3
Greenhouses
were
erected
in
3
villages

2 were built by newly formed self help groups (10 women in
each) and one was erected for a family whose father is
disabled and lost his job due to COVID-19. The greenhouses
are producing vegetables for nutrition and for sale.

Greenhouses improve sanitation and nutrition and women can
generate an income for themselves by selling vegetables at market 
The 10 composting toilets built this year have reduced the cost of
buying chemical fertilisers for crops but more importantly have had a
positive impact on people’s health and safety 
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4 4
water
catchment
areas
were
constructed

to generate water in the dry mountains. Water all year
round increases crop production and it can be easily and
safely accessed for all household needs.
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