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Overview
This three-year project funded an established government-accredited
primary school in a snake charmers’ community. Before this project
started, children in this community did not attend school but rather
begged, stole and picked rags with their parents in order to feed
themselves. Families were desperate to provide their children with an
education, opening up future opportunities for the students.
This three-year project enabled the school to accommodate a larger
number of students and teachers with the construction of a slab and
erection of a permanent tent for schooling and vocational training.

Education for children and vocational training for women has opened up
career paths and pathways out of poverty for many families
Self-respect for the community, who have worked hard to get a school for
their children and vocational training education started for adults 
Gradual improved health, through medical camps and hygiene education,
has increaded learning and productivity in the village 

Life
change

Despite Medical camps and Health and Hygiene programs,
there is still a reluctance to change habits. However, visiting
families one-on-one has given educators an opportunity to
build on reproductive health for adolescent girls.

It has been a challenging year to equip women with
vocational skills. Lockdowns prevented classes and Self
Help Group meetings. The COVID relief program sustained
the women as they struggled to feed their families.

The families in this community don't have phones or even
reliable electricity so teachers have gone 'door to door' to
provide educational materials for learning and one-on-one
teaching as well as COVID-19 awareness to families. 
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COVID-19
Pandemic
Response

335 families were supported during the lockdown period
with Dry Ration Food Kits. Most of these families have
transitioned from begging and stealing to menial work or
vocational skills which shut down during the pandemic. 



Ishikar's
Story

Ishikar joined the initial classes back in 2015 when
the idea of a school was first presented to the
community where she lives. Her parents were
reluctant, at first, to send her as they were losing a
source of income and it would cost them time and
money to prepare the required documents needed
to officially enrol her in school.
6 years later, Ishikar's parents are one of the
schools' biggest advocates for education. They
are so proud to see their daughter participating,
learning and leading by example. Ishikar is working
steadily at school and has a great circle of friends.
She has grown from a shy, timid girl into a strong,
mature teenager. 
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Deepika's
Story
"I had an informal education growing up in this
community so I was asked to join the teaching team
a few years ago. I have learnt so many new things
and the experience has been challenging and life
changing.
I love seeing the changes in the lives of the children.
I think this is not just about the formal education 
 but also about the love and respect they are shown
and that they feel valued and encouraged. We are
sowing the seeds of education and bigger dreams
in this generation of children but it will be the next
generation who will definitely have a very different
and much better life."
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