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Overview
Mondulkiri province is situated in the north-eastern highlands of
Cambodia, close to the Vietnamese border. It is home to a large
population of indigenous groups, primarily the Bunong people. With
cultural and livelihood connections to the forest, they remain among
the most impoverished in the nation. Our partners are helping
innovative indigenous farmers create sustainable livelihoods and take
advantage of appropriate technology and local resources. They are
working with communities to identify resilience strategies, improve
small-scale farming, build cooperation and organisation amongst the
farmers and mobilise them for forest protection and rights linked to
economic empowerment.

Impact for January-June 2021

40

Improve small-scale farming, build cooperation
40 farmers were provided with seeds for planting a variety of
vegetables to feed their families. These have helped reduce
food costs during the pandemic, with villagers swapping
excess produce with each other. Local crop seeds were also
collected for the seed bank, for distribution during the
upcoming planting season.

Innovating with new livelihood ventures
One target village, formerly dependent on subsistence
farming and forest foraging, has now embraced the concept
of income stream diversity and is actively engaged in animal
husbandry and growing a range of vegetables.

COVID-19 Pandemic Response
Small group and individual discussions on prevention of
direct or indirect effects of disease outbreaks of COVID-19
and the impact of cultural issues. Preventing the spread of
COVID-19 was also addressed through short videos,
leaflets and public announcements made from a car
mounted with a loudspeaker.
Much of the training component has been postponed due to the
pandemic, although some has taken place individually and in small
groups and villagers have been encouraged to share and exchange
resources amongst themselves as much as possible.

Peuh Phin's Story
I am totally seeing the benefit of
growing more diverse crops on
my family farm. Since planting
the seeds I received in January,
I have noticed a reduction in the
cost of feeding my family.
Because I am growing organic
vegetables, I know that they
don't contain any harmful
chemicals and I have been able
to swap and sell any excess
produce with my neighbours.
Planting a variety of crops is
giving me an extra source of
income, right here at home.
Since the pandemic started I
am grateful to not have to go to
market as often because of the
high infection rate.
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