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Overview
This project follows previous empowerment projects impacting
vulnerable women in some of the poorest communities in Mbale. It has
three arms: (1) Women’s savings/loans groups which have shown
great success since they began in 2011. Another 20 groups will be
created along with training and follow-up; (2) Vocational skills/business
training will teach young mums income-generating skills to support
themselves and their young children; (3) Goat-rearing project for
women and orphans in mountain communities. Goats are a simple and
reliable animal project and a valuable source of income through
breeding of future offspring and supply of meat. This is the first report
for the project. Year 2 budget $29,500 begins 1/1/22.

Impact for Jan - June 21

150

Follow-up of 150 savings and loans groups

Rachel's* Story

took place monthly through visitations to each group.
Loan recipients are encouraged, mentored, records
reviewed, savings boxes checked etc. Despite some
lockdowns in 2020 the groups are doing well.

Rachel has three young
children and a drug-addicted
husband who is rarely home.
To say she struggles to provide
is an understatement!
Previously Rachel fetched
water for neighbors at 6c per
jerry can. She spent the day
walking to and from the water
source. They ate one poor
porridge meal per day. In 2019
Rachel received the gift of a
goat and it has produced
twice, with the first kid being
returned to the project. She
recently joined a women's
savings and loans group with
her goat as security. She plans
to borrow money and grow
vegetables. She is on her way!

The groundwork for 8 new savings groups
is in place for Busamaga with approx 30 women in each
group. This involves meetings with local leaders and
community consultation and some start-up training.

216

8

Vocational training for young mums/women
to learn an income-generating skill has involved sewing
and hairdressing courses and the addition of a new
course in May in childcare. Some have set up
businesses and others are employed.

2,000 goat beneficiaries were visited
on a rotational basis. This is a wonderful income-producing
asset for families. Regular advice on goat care and
monitoring is critically important. Our partners are looking
for potential goat recipients.

2,000

family reconciliation has taken place for many now that the
girls/women have an income-generating skill. Confidence has grown
this has also reduced rates of domestic violence
women/young mums/goat families feel empowered and connected
through training and follow up through home/work visits

Thank you
for making
a difference

